THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

Ministers and others, like Lord Horder, who were in
the Government's confidence, were not designed for
the use to which it has in fact been put, namely, as a
kind of family dormitory. It was meant to be a day-
shelter only.
The Escorting of Bombers
By day the fighter or interceptor has shown be-
yond question that it is the master of the bomber.1
Our own bombers have sustained heavy losses when
they have attempted daylight raiding. We lost many
bombers in the raids of September 29, December 14
and 18, 1939, into the Heligoland Bight. In a raid of
August 12, 1940, upon aerodromes in Holland and
northern France, twelve of our bombers failed to
return. The enemy's losses of bombers have been
more serious still. They have been so heavy that the
German High Command has been forced to adopt a
series of expedients to reduce the rate of wastage.
The first was the provision of escorting fighters, at
first in small numbers, later in masses far exceeding
the strength of the bombing formation which was to
be screened. The main result was that the fighters
and the bombers alike suffered severely at the hands
of our interceptors. In the big raid of September 27
the proportion of fighters to bombers among the
German aircraft which crossed our coast was four to
one, yet-i 33 enemy aircraft were shot down on that
day. At times, indeed, the escorting fighter pilots
1 Our bombers have shot down enemy bombers on a few
occasions. The most remarkable was that of October 11, when
the pupils under training in a bomber shot down a Junkers 88 m
45*seconds off the Scottish coast. (A.M. Bulletin No. 1979.)
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